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DISTILLED SPIRITS COUNCIL AND UNIVERSITIES CONVENE NATIONAL ACADEMIC CONFERENCE ON ALCOHOL ABUSE ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

WASHINGTON, D.C., October 26, 2000 - -  The Distilled Spirits Council of the United States (DISCUS), working together with five prestigious universities, just completed an innovative, highly successful three-day conference in the nation’s capital to address alcohol abuse on our nation’s campuses.  The conference teamed together the beverage alcohol industry, government, campuses and their communities.  Thirty-four universities attended with their campus community team.  Twenty-eight of these teams were led by university presidents.

“The American Campus and Alcohol” conference, held October 23 – 25 was convened by DISCUS, The George Washington University, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Eastern Connecticut State University and the University of Louisville.


“As a former university chancellor and now as part of the beverage alcohol industry, I know the importance of integrated community-based partnerships to combat alcohol abuse,” said Dr. Peter H. Cressy, DISCUS President and CEO.  “This conference proved to be a unique opportunity to demonstrate the long-term commitment of our industry to social responsibility.”

“For decades, the distillers have been working with colleges and communities to develop and implement programs to combat underage drinking.  This conference provided an important and practical forum to further strengthen these ties between the university, the community, the government and the beverage alcohol industry,” said Dr. Cressy.
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At the conference, nationally-recognized speakers from universities, government and alcohol-related organizations presented information on a range of programs and best practices being used successfully on campuses to reduce alcohol abuse among college students.

The conference also included team planning sessions in which teams worked independently to develop specific, action-oriented plans to take back and implement in their communities.  On the last day of the conference several teams presented the plans they had devised for their own community.

Each team was designed to vertically and horizontally integrate leaders from the campus and the surrounding community.  The vertical component involved the campus and included participation at all levels of the university from the President to the student.  The horizontal component involved the community and included participation from community leaders, law enforcement officials and local beverage alcohol retailers and wholesalers.

Dr. Jean F. MacCormack, Chancellor of UMass Dartmouth stated, “The conference completely met our hope that we could establish a constructive dialogue with the industry, government agencies and our communities.  These partnerships will be the key to finding and enacting solutions to this difficult campus problem.”

UMass Amherst Chancellor David Scott called the conference “a great success in uniquely bringing together university presidents with their campus teams and concerned members of the community.”

Eastern Connecticut State University President David G. Carter stated, “The conference was the most successful effort I have been a part of to deal with this complex problem and gets our campus team off to a great start.”

In addition to DISCUS, the conference was financially supported by the Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of America, Inc., Wine Institute, American Vintners Association, National Association of Beverage Retailers and National Licensed Beverage Association.

The conference was also supported by planning partners, organizations that assisted in planning the event, including the National Alcohol Beverage Control Association, The Century   Council, the American Association of State Colleges and Universities and the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities.
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At the end of the conference, Dr. Cressy announced a matching grants program for the participating colleges and universities to fund their community-based plans.  DISCUS will provide the primary funding for the grants and will seek matching grants from local wholesalers and retailers in the college communities where the plans are being implemented.


The Distilled Spirits Council of the United States is the national trade association representing producers and marketers of distilled spirits sold in the United States.

# # #

Note to the Editor: If you are interested in interviewing Dr. Cressy or any of the other  conference conveners, participants or speakers, please contact Judy Blatman or Lisa Hawkins with the DISCUS public affairs office at (202) 682-8840. 







